
A RESOLUTION TO PROTECT OUR 1ST AMENDMENT RIGHTS

WHEREAS, the 1st Amendment guarantees that all Americans have a right to speak freely, and
that "Congress shall make no law...abridging" that freedom.

WHEREAS, Americans have a long, proud history of using that speech to advocate for, and use
the power of, economic boycotts in order to bring about change. This ranges from the Boston
Tea Party, the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the United Farmworkers grape boycott, to the
boycott of South Africa bringing an end to apartheid.

WHEREAS, some Americans today who are concerned about the human rights abuses and war
crimes committed by the government of Israel, are once again using their 1st Amendment right
to engage in a movement to Boycott, Divest and Sanction (BDS) the government of Israel in
order to encourage them to alter their policies.

WHEREAS, 26 states, including North Carolina, have passed laws that punish those who support
the BDS movement, and the Congress has considered the "Anti-Boycott Act" which can result in
a fine of up to $1 million and 20 years in prison for doing so.

WHEREAS, we the people, have the right to criticize Russia, China, Germany, Sweden or our
own government. Actually, any government on earth... except for Israel. This is a blatant
violation of our Constitutional rights.

RESOLVED, that the Democratic Party will always support an individual's right to engage in free
speech, even when that speech may be offensive to some. And that the Democratic Party will
work to overturn any laws that limit free speech.

Submitted by the Catawba County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on
April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION TO RESCIND THE AUMF

WHEREAS, in the wake of 9/11, Congress passed the 2001 Authorization for the Use of Military
Force (AUMF). Intended to be used to pursue those responsible for the 9/11 attacks, it has
morphed into a shield for every administration since to wage war anywhere in the world they
have desired. It has been used over 40 times in 14 countries. The AUMF is presently being used
to justify our involvement in Saudi Arabia's war on Yemen, which has resulted in at 56,000 dead
and 17 million facing starvation and cholera.

WHEREAS, the AUMF allows the President to unilaterally wage war without any oversight by
Congress, in violation of Article 1, Section 8 of the US Constitution, which grants Congress the
sole power to declare war. As a result of the President being able to engage in illegal wars
without restraint, we have been in a state of constant war for 18 years, with no end in sight. An
entire generation of young Americans has grown up never knowing of an era of peace.

WHEREAS, after 18 years of unlimited war, the use of terrorism has not diminished, but has
spread, reaching an all-time high in 2014. Many believe that wars fuel terrorism, not defeat it.

WHEREAS, this state of constant war not only costs dearly in lives lost here and abroad but is
costing our nation immense amounts of wealth. We spend more on preparation for war than
the next 8 countries combined, over $700 billion in 2018. President Eisenhower warned us in
1953: "Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the final
sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed."

RESOLVED, that Congress should rescind the 2001 AUMF. And that all military actions, not
taken in direct response to an attack upon the United States, be required to obtain prior
authorization from Congress as required by the US Constitution.

Submitted by the Catawba County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on
April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION TO ADDRESS RISING INCOME AND WEALTH INEQUALITY

WHEREAS, the increasing concentration of wealth in the hands of a small number of individuals
is causing great pain to the majority of Americans as they compete for an ever-smaller slice of
the pie.

WHEREAS, with great wealth, comes an opportunity to corrupt our political system. A study has
shown that 90% of Americans have almost no influence on what policies are implemented, while
the wealthy and lobbyists exert enormous influence. This is the definition of an oligarchy, not a
democracy. As Justice Louis Brandeis said: "We can have democracy in this country, or we can
have great wealth concentrated in the hands of a few, but we can't have both."

WHEREAS, the top 1% of Americans have more wealth than bottom 90%. Jeff Bezos, Bill Gates
and Warren Buffett have more wealth than the bottom 50%. An average black family has 2% the
wealth of a white family, and a Latino family has 4% as much. On a global scale, 42 billionaires
have as much wealth as the bottom half of the world's population. 100 CEOs have an average
retirement fund of $47.5 million, while if you are lucky enough to have a 401(k), it would average
$18,000. Between 1979 and 2007, income of the top 1 percent of U.S. earners exploded by over
256 percent. Meanwhile, the bottom 90 percent of earners have seen little change in their
average income, with just a 21 percent increase from 1979 to 2015.

RESOLVED, that the Democratic Party take concrete steps to reverse this. This can be
accomplished by a number of actions, such as:
-Restore a truly progressive tax system. Top tax rates were over 90% during the Eisenhower
administration. Today, it is 37%.

 Apply a surtax on any corporations that have extreme gaps between CEO pay and worker's
pay.

 Restore the Estate Tax to previous levels. In 2001, the Estate Tax applied to worth over
$675,000 with a tax rate of 55%. Today, estates are not taxed until they reach $11 million,
and then at a top rate of 40%.

 Private equity and hedge fund managers can claim their income as "capital gains" instead
of regular income, and therefore pay a much lower tax rate. Eliminate this give-away.

 Social Security taxes only apply to the first $128,000 of income. Eliminating this cap will
not only reduce the wealth gap, but will make Social Security funding secure for
generations of Americans.

 Institute a Wealth Tax on the ultra-rich. Elizabeth Warren has suggested a tax of 2%
annually on wealth over $50 million and 3% over $1 billion.

Submitted by the Catawba County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on
April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION RESTORING LONGEVITY PAY TO

NORTH CAROLINA PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS

WHEREAS, teacher recruitment and retention are major issues facing North

Carolina public schools today; and,

WHEREAS, the State of North Carolina has long used longevity pay as a retention

tool; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina state employees, except teachers, earn longevity pay;

and

WHEREAS, North Carolina teachers earned longevity pay until the Republican-led

NC Legislature eliminated it in 2014; Now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that longevity pay be reinstated for North Carolina public school

teachers.

Submitted by the Forsyth County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on

April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA

WHEREAS, The present state laws in North Carolina regarding the growing, sale, trade,
possession and consumption of marijuana are based largely on myth, rather than on any
established data about the effects of marijuana on the user; and

WHEREAS, The present laws in the state of North Carolina are making criminals of, and causing
an unjust punishment to many persons who have no criminal intent in the use of marijuana;
and

WHEREAS, The laws in the state of North Carolina are not uniformly enforced and are being
used as political weapons against those people, especially the youth, who dissent in politics or
lifestyle from the accepted norms; and

WHEREAS, As yet, no reliable research on the effects of marijuana has shown its use to be as
hazardous to the public or the individual user as the use of tobacco, alcohol or any other
stimulants and depressants readily available to the public; and

WHEREAS, Marijuana is legal in several states in these United States without deleterious effects
on those states; and

WHEREAS, Marijuana is known to be useful in medical therapies, such as an anti-emetic and a
stimulant of appetite in people consuming marijuana; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the State of North Carolina State law making the growing, sale, trade and
possession of marijuana a criminal offense be immediately repealed; and

RESOLVED, That marijuana for recreational purposes be regulated similarly to those laws on the
use of alcoholic beverages and that marijuana for medicinal purposes be regulated by physician
recommendation; and
RESOLVED, That any effect of the consumption of marijuana that may be found injurious to the
user be handled by the proper psychological and medical professionals; and

RESOLVED, That all persons convicted under present laws relating to the growing, sale, trade,
possession and consumption of marijuana be pardoned and have their records expunged. Also,
all charges are dropped against all persons presently under indictment for violation of such
laws.

Submitted by the Forsyth County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on

April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A STATEWIDE TASK FORCE TO SUPPORT THE
DEVELOPMENT OF SMALL BUSINESSES IN RURAL AREAS OF NORTH CAROLINA

WHEREAS, The economic development of rural areas promotes social stability and
prosperity in North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, The unemployment rate in rural counties is generally significantly higher than
that in urban counties; and

WHEREAS, The Internet provides a national and even an international market for small
businesses which could expand addressable markets; and

WHEREAS, Social media has broadened the marketing of small businesses; and

Whereas, Historically the Democratic Party has been the champion of rural citizens;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Forsyth County Democratic Party calls on Gov. Cooper to direct the
Rural Economic Development Division of the North Carolina Department of Commerce
to create a task force consisting of people with business development and online
marketing knowledge for the purpose of facilitating the formation of businesses in rural
North Carolina.

Submitted by the Forsyth County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION REQUIRING THE NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY TO REQUIRE DUKE ENERGY TO

FULLY EXCAVATE AND CLEAN UP OF SIX TOXIC COAL ASH SITES

WHEREAS, Due of state law, court orders or legal settlements, Duke Energy was ordered to dig

up ash at eight of its 14 North Carolina plants, and move it to new, lined landfills. Then in

November 2016, Duke Power announced that due to the rollback of EPA regulations, they

intend to leave the coal ash where it is and cover it with waterproof covers and soil at six

facilities - Belews Creek Steam Station, Mayo Power Station, Marshall Steam Station, Cliffside

Steam Station, Roxboro Power Station, and Allen Steam Station; and

WHEREAS, The 2016 law, G.S. 62-3 updated in 2016 by HB630, forced the North Carolina

Department of Environmental Quality (NCDEQ) to give these ponds a “low priority” ranking

allowing Duke to change their plan for cleaning these sites by capping the ash in place. All six

sites are still in violation of federal rules that requires coal ash to be stored five feet above the

groundwater table; and

WHEREAS, Coal ash is a danger to groundwater and waterways because it contains cancer-

causing heavy metals; and

WHEREAS, The pits at Mayo Power Station, Marshall Steam Station, and Roxboro Power Station

were placed over streams and creeks, that connect with North Carolina’s greater waterway

systems; and

WHEREAS, the communities around all six sites are exposed to the toxic heavy metals found in

coal ash; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the NCDEQ does not allow Duke to cap the coal byproduct in place but require

them to fully excavate the coal ash and move it to a lined landfill away from water sources; and

RESOLVED, That the NCDEQ priority rankings be returned to pre-November 2016 levels; and

RESOLVED, That Duke Energy not be allowed to increase consumer rates to pay to clean up the

coal ash.

Submitted by the Forsyth County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on

April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION TO ELECT PRESIDENTS AND VICE-PRESIDENTS BY POPULAR VOTE

WHEREAS, The practice by states to assign their Electoral College votes on the basis of votes
within the state has given voters in some states more weight than in other states and has
elected presidents who did not win the majority in the country; and

WHEREAS, The U. S. Constitution gives the power to each state’s Legislature to select its
electors; and

WHEREAS, There is a new agreement among some states to assign all their Electoral College
votes to the candidates who win the majority of national votes; and

WHEREAS, When the necessary number of states required to provide the majority of electoral
votes adopt this agreement, each voter in the country will have equal weight in the election,
and the president and vice-president will be elected by majorities; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Democratic Party of North Carolina ask our Legislature to agree to assign
all their Electoral College votes to the candidates who win the majority of national votes.

Submitted by the Forsyth County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on
April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION TO END GERRYMANDERING IN NORTH CAROLINA

WHEREAS, The practice of gerrymandering political districts has been used by both political
parties in North Carolina in order to gain an advantage when in power; and

WHEREAS, This practice has been detrimental to fair representative government in North
Carolina; and

WHEREAS, The bipartisan organization, North Carolinians for Redistricting Reform (NC4RR), has
a plan to pass a state constitutional amendment that outlines clear, nonpartisan standards for
drawing congressional and state voting districts; and now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Democratic Party of North Carolina endorses and supports the plan
proposed by NC4RR.

Submitted by the Forsyth County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on
April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION REQUIRING ALL POLLING LOCATIONS ALLOW

FOR THE DISPLAY AND DISTRIBUTION OF CAMPAIGN MATERIALS

WHEREAS, Citizens have a legal right to distribute campaign materials at least 25ft to 50ft from

the entrance of a polling place during voting hours; and

WHEREAS, In previous years the Forsyth County Board of the Elections has allowed certain

locations to place restrictions on this right; and

WHEREAS, These restrictions have not been applied equally with respect to Party affiliation;

now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Forsyth County Democratic Party work with the Forsyth County Board of

Elections to secure polling locations that will allow for campaigning and electioneering during

polling hours; and

RESOLVED, That in the event the use of a polling location with restrictions is necessary, that the

Forsyth County Democratic Party will be diligent holding the Forsyth County Board of Elections

accountable for the equitable enforcement of restrictions, regardless of Party affiliation.

Submitted by the Forsyth County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on

April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR "NATIONWIDE AFFORDABLE HOUSING INITIATIVES TO END THE

NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF GENTRIFICATION” BE ADOPTED AS A MAJOR PLATFORM ISSUE

BY THE FCDP, NCDP, AND THE DNC

WHEREAS, A definition of Affordable Housing is an “affordable dwelling” that a household can obtain for

“30 percent or less of its income”; and

WHEREAS, Any resident living in either a suburban, rural or urban area could ALL become victims of not

being able to afford housing that is 30 percent or less of their income; and

WHEREAS, “Economic Redevelopment” is routinely used as the “politically correct code words”

to justify the replacement and displacement of minorities and other individuals living in deteriorating

and aging urban neighborhoods with their own distinct cultural and financial landscapes, instead of the

more negative term, “Gentrification”; and

WHEREAS, Once neighborhoods are “Gentrified,” the original residents will be unable to afford the

newer, more expensive housing after more affluent people and businesses move in and raise the

property values, then Gentrification becomes synonymous with Unaffordable Housing; and

WHEREAS, Neighborhood areas affected by “Gentrification” have higher evictions, foreclosures, and

overall housing issues secondary to rising rental prices, lower public investment in housing, stagnant

incomes, laws, and legal procedures making it easier to evict renters and more difficult for the most

vulnerable to connect with needed resources; and,

WHEREAS, The history of racial and economic segregation and disparities along with local, state,

and national policies have promoted the devaluation of property with more vacant lots and demolitions,

housing discrimination and disinvestment in minority neighborhoods, including the placement of public

housing and highways—dividing communities and further increasing economic decline; now, therefore,

be it

RESOLVED, That Affordable Housing Initiatives shall be created that are both multi-income and multi-

use with a shared vision of the future, that will encourage renovation and improvement in current

residents’ properties without displacement and replacement, creating a participatory process to engage

people and communities to plan for their own future, while helping to achieve redevelopment in under-

developed neighborhoods without providing further Gentrification; and

RESOLVED, That the issue of Gentrification and the Lack of Affordable Housing must be made a

platform issue of the FCDP, NCDP, and DNC to effectively create the change needed in local, state, and

national policies to ameliorate the effects of Gentrification and create nationwide Affordable Housing

Initiatives to help improve the quality of life for all people.

Submitted by the Forsyth County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on April 27, 2019
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RESOLUTION ADDRESSING THE POVERTY WITHIN

WINSTON SALEM AND RECOGNIZING ITS IMPACT ON COMMUNITIES

WHEREAS, a 2017 report by Forsyth Futures indicates that Forsyth County has a higher rate of

residents experiencing poverty when compared to National and State rates; and

WHEREAS, a 2018 report, “Rethinking Philanthropy,” commissioned by the Winston-Salem

Foundation’s Black Philanthropy Initiative indicates that poverty has far-reaching effects on

local community residents of color;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Forsyth County Democratic Party will engage in an informational

campaign that will inform members of the Party on the issues surrounding the pervasive nature

of poverty.

Submitted by the Forsyth County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on

April 27, 2019
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Resolution from the Forsyth County Democratic Party
To the Forsyth County Board of Elections

Requesting That All Meetings of the Board of Elections Be Videotaped
And Made Available Online to Forsyth County Residents

1

Whereas, the Forsyth County Board of Elections has held important as well as contentious

meetings regarding the pre-and post-election process over the years that have only been

witnessed by the residents who show up at these meetings; and

Whereas, the Forsyth County Board of Elections meetings are held in either a small room of the

Forsyth County Government Center or a larger room with overflowing audience members; and

Whereas, the Forsyth County Board of Elections will hold meetings in rooms with no consistent

use of audio (microphones), where the audience members are unable to clearly hear the

discussions and remarks of the members of the Forsyth County Board of Elections and/or the

public comments made by audience members; and

Whereas, the voters of Forsyth County do not have easy access to the Board of Election

meetings due to late afternoon scheduling of meetings along with the inability to access

videotaping of such meetings online; and

Whereas, The election process is currently hidden to Forsyth County residents and especially

Forsyth County youth; and

Whereas, since the Democrats now have a majority on the Forsyth County Board of Elections, it

is time to make the Forsyth County Board of Elections meetings accessible and transparent;

now, therefore be it

RESOLVED that beginning no later than calendar year 2020 and every year going forward that

Forsyth County fund the videotaping of all Board of Elections meetings in entirety and

present these videotaped meetings live on the day of the meeting and also online via an

online archive; and

RESOLVED that in order to videotape the Forsyth County Board of Elections meetings,

all Board of Elections meetings shall be held in the Commissioner’s Meeting Room on the 5th

floor of the Forsyth County Government Center, 201 N. Chestnut St., and where such

videotaping of meetings shall begin airing online as soon as the budget is approved by the

County Commissioners.

Submitted by the Forsyth County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on

April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR EQUITY IN WINSTON-SALEM/FORSYTH COUNTY SCHOOLS

WHEREAS, Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools (WSFCS) states one of its core values as:
“Equity: Did we honor diversity by addressing barriers to success for every student?”; and

WHEREAS, WSFCS has set the following goals:
● By 2020, 90 percent of third-graders will read on or above grade level;
● By 2018, the graduation rate will be 90 percent;
● By 2018, close the achievement gap between subgroups by 10 percentage points while

increasing the performance of all subgroups; and

WHEREAS, The most recent data available shows that these goals are not being met and
● Only 52.8% of third graders are reading at or above grade level, 5% below the statewide

level, and an 8% decline since 2014
● The graduation rate is 86.5%;
● The achievement gap between subgroups grew larger between 2014 and 2017; and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights has officially opened an
investigation into the complaint that WSFCS discriminated against students at Ashley Academy
on the bases of race and national origin; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Forsyth County Democratic Party strongly recommends that the WSFCS
Board of Education
immediately act upon the following recommendations to advance equity in our schools and
build a and stronger and more effective community:

Equity
● All school board members to complete a comprehensive racial equity training (e.g.

Racial Equity Institute) within the first year of election or re-election.
● Guide and support the Superintendent to expand personnel and funding for the

Office of Equity which will serve students, teachers, and staff district-wide.
● Complete an organizational equity analysis among Superintendent and Executive

Cabinet Members.
● Form a Racial Equity Task Force that includes community members, school staff,

parents, students, and other stakeholders as equal partners. Some of the initial
responsibilities of this Task Force should be to:
o Clarify and define the “barriers” referenced in the School District’s Core Value of

Equity.
o Create a more specific, clear, and measurable definition of equity.
o Create an annual report of successes and failures towards removing said

barriers.

Achievement Gap
● Communicate publicly the progress and status of the three district goals.
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● The Superintendents’ State of the District should focus on the progress of these
three goals and strategies executed to ensure success.

● The School Board must create a multi-year plan that is a result of collaboration with
community organizations, parents and stakeholders that specifically focuses on
closing the achievement gap achieving established district goals by 2020.
o Community involvement will require listening sessions with the planning of local

leaders in community-designated spaces.
o Equity can only be achieved by collaboration with community leaders and

stakeholders who act as a voice for parents who are engaged in the day to day
realities of survival and may not be prepared to actively engage the system of
public education

o Abandon the strategy of constantly requiring the voices/input of parents only

Healthy and Safe School Infrastructure
● Measurable resolution of the complaint filed with the U.S. Department of

Education’s Office for Civil Rights regarding Ashley Academy that includes a plan to
build a new school and addresses all interim infrastructure issues causing
student/staff health problems.

● Develop a matrix and infrastructure plan that focuses on equity. This matrix will
identify the resources and infrastructure needs of each school. A draft will be
publicly available no later than May 2019.

● The implementation of an assessment system to examine school climate in all Title I
schools, the use of that assessment data in school improvement plans, and the
discussion of that assessment data with community stakeholders.

● An analysis of suspensions and expulsions for WS/FCS by school, school level,
gender, and ethnicity for the past five years shared with community stakeholders.

● An analysis of school-based referrals to the criminal justice system by school level,
gender, and ethnicity for the past five years shared with community stakeholders.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we the Forsyth County Democratic Party commit our actions,
time, ideas, energy, and other resources to ensuring that WSFCS strives to advance equity in all
our schools.

Submitted by the Forsyth County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on
April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NON-PARTISAN REDISTRICTING, CALLING ON
THE SPEAKER OF THE NC HOUSE AND THE PRESIDENT PRO TEM OF THE NC

SENATE TO HOLD A FAIR HEARING OF HB 69

Whereas the state of North Carolina has been plagued with gerrymandering for political
gain by both Democrats and Republicans in Raleigh for decades, to the detriment of
evenhanded governance and the disgust of voters in the Old North State; and

Whereas it has been shown that having politicians pick their voters, rather than the
other way around, weakens the voting franchise and results in lower voter participation,
more extreme positions espoused by legislators, and greater volatility in state policies
as political power shifts each term; and

Whereas advances in data software have made manipulation of legislative districts ever
more surgically precise for partisan ends; and

Whereas on February 13th, 2019, a bi-partisan coalition, including two Democrats and
two Republicans as primary sponsors, introduced HB69 to establish a non-partisan
redistricting commission for the state of North Carolina, in time for the 2020 Census;
and

Whereas the redistricting committee would be made up of 11 non-politicians appointed
by legislative leaders of the state’s main two political parties with four Democratic
voters, four Republican voters and three other voters; and

Whereas anyone who has been a politician, campaign staffer, lobbyist or state board
member, or who is related to anyone in those positions, would be legally barred from
being on the committee until five years after they leave politics;

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Watauga County Democratic Party calls on
Speaker of the North Carolina House Tim Moore, and President Pro Tem of the NC
Senate Phil Berger to ensure that HB 69 is reported out of committee and put to a fair
vote on the floor of their respective legislative bodies.

Submitted by the Watauga County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION CALLING ON THE SPEAKER OF THE NC HOUSE AND THE
PRESIDENT PRO TEM OF THE STATE SENATE TO HOLD A FAIR HEARING ON

THE BILL TO EXPAND MEDICAID IN NORTH CAROLINA

Whereas 500,000 North Carolinians, including more than 3,300 Ashe and Watauga
county residents, are currently uninsured; and

Whereas Medicaid expansion would help financially strapped rural hospitals, and
Watauga Medical Center and Ashe Memorial Hospital (and other local medical
providers) would receive a boost of roughly $4.2 million per year in previously
unreimbursed medical costs; and

Whereas State Representative Ray Russell has co-sponsored HB 5, the Medicaid
Expansion Bill; and

Whereas HB 5 targets mostly low-income workers and their families who often are self-
employed or work for small businesses that do not provide health insurance benefits;
and

Whereas rural counties have the most to gain from this bill because so many citizens in
the current ‘Medicaid Gap’ live in rural areas; and

Whereas the estimated economic impacts of this bill in Ashe and Watauga counties
alone include roughly $1.3 million in additional tax revenue, 425 new jobs, and over $45
million per year in new business activity; and

Whereas Medicaid Expansion is the single most effective thing North Carolina could do
to fight the opioid epidemic and address behavioral health needs across the state,
extending care for up to 150,000 people across North Carolina who currently need help;
and

Whereas the bill requires no new taxes on citizens of North Carolina because the
benefit is covered by taxes our citizens already send to the federal government in
Washington, D.C.;

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Watauga County Democratic Party fully
supports Medicaid Expansion in North Carolina, and calls on Speaker of the North
Carolina House Tim Moore, and President Pro Tem of the NC Senate Phil Berger, to
ensure that HB 5 is reported out of committee and gets a fair vote on the floor of their
respective legislative bodies.

Submitted by the Watauga County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION IN FAVOR OF COMBATING CLIMATE CHANGE

Whereas the vast majority (about 97%) of scientists agree that climate change poses a
significant and imminent threat to North Carolina, the U.S, and to all global citizens, and

Whereas the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) recently released
a report warning that there are only an estimated twelve (12) years left to keep global
temperatures from rising 1.5 degrees centigrade, which will spawn increased risk of
floods, famine, drought, fire, sea level rise, and other natural disasters, and to the
possible extinction of numerous animals and plants that play vital roles in global
ecosystems, and

Whereas President Donald J. Trump began the process of withdrawing the U.S from
the Paris Climate Agreement, and

Whereas President Trump and his administration have on numerous occasions denied
the existence of climate change and has demonstrated a thorough misunderstanding of
the difference between weather and climate, and

Whereas inaction will not only lead to further natural disasters but also to financial
stress if not outright ruin, and

Whereas the existence of renewable, green, and carbon removal technologies provide
numerous job and economic opportunities, and

Whereas an ever-growing number of U.S states and cities including our own community
of Boone, NC, have taken action to independently abide by the guidelines laid out by
the Paris Climate Agreement, and

Whereas those who have the power to enact change have not only the authority but the
moral duty to do so;

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Watauga County Democratic Party calls on the
North Carolina General Assembly and the United States Congress to take action to curb
climate change, be it through reducing carbon emissions, investing in renewable
energies, tax cuts for companies developing renewable energies, and various other
initiatives including "The Green New Deal" which has been introduced in the US House
of Representatives.

Submitted by the Watauga County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION REQUIRE US PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATES TO RELEASE TAX RETURNS

WHEREAS it is imperative that in a democracy the people must be able to trust the
integrity and honesty and incorruptibility of its leaders, and

WHEREAS it is imperative that the people know that their President and Vice President
cannot be blackmailed or bought by either domestic or foreign entities;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Watauga County Democratic Party
requests the US House and Senate to pass into law what has long been an informal
and voluntary practice among candidates, that both presidential and vice presidential
candidates must release their tax returns for the five years prior to running for office.

Submitted by the Watauga County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR SUSTAINABLE PACKAGING

WHEREAS we know that the global addiction to plastics is wholly unsustainable, and

WHEREAS, according to one recent study, we have generated 6.3 billion metric tons of
plastic waste since the middle of the last century, and

WHEREAS only about 9 percent of that plastic has been recycled, and

WHEREAS in spite of our good intentions, recycling puts an additional burden on the
use of fossil fuels via the land and ocean transportation to recycling centers, and

WHEREAS an egregious amount of plastic ends up on our land and in landfills, in our
streams and our oceans, and

WHEREAS approximately 8 million metric tons of discarded plastic are thrown into the
oceans annually, or one garbage truck full of plastics every minute, and

WHEREAS scientists predict that there will be more plastic in the oceans than there are
fish by weight by 2050, and

WHEREAS oceans are fundamental to a livable environment, and

WHEREAS it is impossible to buy most food, clothing, and consumer goods without
plastic packaging, and

WHEREAS employing reusable bags, refusing straws, plastic forks, and bottled water is
only a token gesture that may assuage a guilty conscience but otherwise does little to
change reality;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Watauga County Democratic Party will
lobby for an end to plastic packaging and will ask our legislators to require packaging
companies to create biodegradable, sustainable materials for packaging.

Submitted by the Watauga County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR NO WALL ON SOUTHERN BORDER

Whereas the border wall is an abomination, immoral, and a waste of resources that
don't solve the problem invented by a presidential candidate and now pursued by that
president as a vanity project;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Watauga County Democratic Party is
against the building of Trump's wall.

Submitted by the Watauga County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF MEDICARE FOR ALL

Whereas healthcare is a human right, and

Whereas the United States already has a superior health-care delivery system in
Medicare;

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Watauga County Democratic Party supports a
universal buy-in for Medicare.

Submitted by the Watauga County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION TO ELIMINATE THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE

Whereas we have seen an attack upon democracy in recent years both from within and
without, and

Whereas we cannot have a functioning democracy if its citizens are not allowed to vote,
and

Whereas many devices have been employed and continue to be employed to deprive
citizens of their voting rights, including gerrymandering, voter suppression tactics, the
purging of voter rolls, and voter ID laws that disproportionately impact certain segments
of the population, and

Whereas an obsolete Electoral College (that has twice in recent years put into office a
president who did not receive a majority of votes from the American people) sits atop all
other methods of disenfranchisement;

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Watauga County Democratic Party calls for a
Constitutional Amendment repealing the Electoral College.

Submitted by the Watauga County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A FEDERAL ‘GREEN NEW DEAL’ AND
RESTORING STATE INCENTIVES FOR SUSTAINABLE TECHNOLOGY

Whereas Democrats in the US Congress have proposed a federal ‘Green New Deal’ in
support of investment in railways, ‘green’ energy, and other sustainable practices; and

Whereas the state of North Carolina, under the yoke of the late Republican super-
majority in the legislature in Raleigh, backed away from its former progressive support
of a sustainable energy future, including tax credits and other incentives for individuals
and businesses investing in solar energy, electric vehicles, and other sustainable
technologies; and

Whereas catastrophic climate change is the REAL national emergency faced by all life
on this planet;

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Watauga County Democratic Party fully
supports federal, state, city, and town initiatives that invest in sustainable infrastructure
and that provide tax credits and other incentives for individuals and businesses to invest
in renewable energy and other sustainable technologies.

Submitted by the Watauga County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019

24



A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A LIVABLE
MINIMUM WAGE IN NORTH CAROLINA

Whereas Governor Roy Cooper in a speech to an AFL-CIO breakfast endorsed raising
the minimum wage in North Carolina; and

Whereas if the $7.25 minimum wage had kept up with inflation, it would now be over
$10.70 per hour; and

Whereas Republican lawmakers in 2018 passed a $15-per-hour "living wage" for about
10,000 state government and university system employees, including secretaries,
hospital workers, security guards and housekeepers; and

Whereas a living wage in Watauga County, where expenses, especially rents, are
notoriously high, is more than $18 an hour; and

Whereas studies show that states that have raised the minimum wage have done better
economically than those that haven't, including attracting new businesses and
expanding educational opportunities, and

Whereas polls show that nearly 60 percent of our state supports raising the minimum
wage; and

Whereas several Democrats have filed legislation this session calling for a multi-year
phase-in to a $15 an hour minimum wage; and

Whereas the governor praised that goal but has indicated his willingness to approve a
less-ambitious wage hike;

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Watauga County Democratic Party fully
supports raising the North Carolina minimum wage in this legislative session, with the
hope of attaining a livable minimum wage for North Carolinians in the future.

Submitted by the Watauga County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING PRESCHOOL FUNDING

Whereas more than 14 years of research studies of North Carolina Pre-K education
demonstrate positive outcomes for children in key domains of learning for later school
success, including language development and communication; cognitive development;
and social and emotional development; and

Whereas in the latest evaluation of NC Pre-K, researchers found that children are
progressing at an even greater rate during their participation in NC Pre-K than expected
for normal developmental growth, producing lasting benefits for children, including
higher test scores, less grade retention, and fewer special education placements
through fifth grade, and

Whereas state funding does not cover the full cost of NC Pre-K, and

Whereas affordable, quality daycare in North Carolina for preschool-aged children is
currently unavailable to many families resulting in large numbers of unprepared children
entering kindergartens every year, and

Whereas the state's business executives, who are pushing elected leaders on the
issue, say preparing young children to succeed in school is critical to the state’s future
workforce. Already there are serious gaps between available jobs and the labor pool’s
skills, and future jobs are likely to require more education, and

Whereas North Carolina is first in pre-K quality standards but is near the bottom in
access, according to SAS CEO Jim Goodnight: “We’re never going to get out of this
cycle of poverty unless we can begin to educate more people,” Goodnight said.
“Education is the only way out of poverty, and I don’t know why it takes our state
leaders so long to recognize that";

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Democratic Party of Watauga County is in
support of full funding of the Pre-K program in North Carolina.

Submitted by the Watauga County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION SUPORTING SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION FUNDING

Whereas the NC General Assembly’s own Blue Ribbon Panel revealed in 2016 the
need for $8 billion in school construction; and

Whereas the NC House currently proposes a bond referendum (HB 241) for only $1.9
billion; and

Whereas the NC Senate currently proposes a complex “pay as you go” fund (SB 5) that
is shared among several state agencies, and is estimated to fund only $2 billion in
school construction, and offers no guarantee of school capital funds; and

Whereas Governor Roy Cooper proposes a bond referendum for only $2 billion towards
school construction; and

Whereas NC Education Lottery funds originally assigned 40% of proceeds for school
construction but now acts as a budget slush fund with only 17% of proceeds supporting
school construction last fiscal year; and

Whereas the state’s commitment to K-12 education has decreased dramatically from
52.5% in its 1970 state budget to just 38.7% in its 2017 budget; and

Whereas Watauga County, particularly under Democratic leadership, has shown a
strong commitment to funding its schools as evidenced by its #4 statewide rank for total
funding per student; and

Whereas the Watauga County property tax rate is currently the 3rd lowest in the state
but is falling behind a gradual increase of nearly 6 cents in the state average property
tax rate since 2013; and

Whereas Watauga elementary schools have not seen a significant capital
refurbishment in 25 years, and half of these buildings are over 50 years old;

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Watauga County Democratic Party (WCDP)
demands that the state honor its obligation to educating all of its children by committing
to increased funding for its public school construction needs;

Be It Further Resolved that WCDP requests that the Watauga County Commission
allocate and reserve local funding sources that, in combination with state funds, will
refurbish all schools and build two new schools in the next 15 years.

Submitted by the Watauga County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION IN APPRECIATION OF THE INVESTIGATIVE STAFF
AND MEMBERS OF THE NC STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Be it Resolved that the Watauga County Democratic Party commends the investigative
staff and appointed members of the State Board of Elections of North Carolina for their
professional and effective handling of the recent contested election in North Carolina's
Congressional District 9. Their preparation and ultimate unanimous order for a new
special election reflects positively on the democratic processes of the state.

Submitted by the Watauga County Convention to the 5th Congressional District
Convention on April 27, 2019
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A RESOLUTION TO STOP GERRYMANDERING NOW BY
SUPPORTING NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE BILL 99

Whereas, the Constitution of the United States of America requires that the State of North
Carolina and other states to re-draw its state and Congressional district boundaries after each
United States Census; and

Whereas, these districts have been drawn in a manner that makes them less unconstitutional,
as a result of decisions of state and federal courts; and

Whereas, state legislators who won these districts reflected their party’s bias by drawing these
boundaries to re-elect members of their own party; and

Whereas, both Democratic and Republican majorities in the North Carolina General Assembly
have been guilty of this practice; and

Whereas, current boundaries show effective gerrymandering in the State and Congressional
Districts, and

Whereas, the State Supreme Court of North Carolina and federal courts have ruled these
boundaries as unconstitutional; and

Whereas, state legislators continued the practice of gerrymandering, even after the rulings of
these courts; and

Whereas, the elected officials of these gerrymandered districts have approved laws contrary to
the wishes of the majority of the voters of North Carolina, as measured by standard polling
data; and

Whereas, these laws caused considerable disfavor and harm to the majority of the citizens of
North Carolina and to visitors to the State; and,

Whereas, anti-gerrymandered districts are being considered and drawn by state legislatures
throughout the United States of America.

Therefore, be it resolved, that Democrats of Congressional District 5 support the immediate
enactment and enforcement of North Carolina House Bill 99 by the North Carolina General
Assembly to remedy this injustice, so that constitutional redistricting will follow the 2020 US
Census; and

That the North Carolina General Assembly shall draw new districts for state and Congressional
districts that shall be compact by geography, diversity, and other non-partisan factors; and

That the North Carolina General Assembly’s practice of drawing gerrymandered districts shall
be abolished in State and Federal districts of North Carolina in time for the mid-term elections
of 2022, and from then on.

Submitted by the Yadkin County Convention to the 5th Congressional District Convention on April 27, 2019
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